
CHAPLAIN OF 
STEEL
Brining God to the furnaces

A vast industrial site. Smoking towers set 
against the horizon, innumerable lorries 
coming and going, expanses of concrete 
and metal. Most of us have driven past 
sites such as the Port Talbot Corus steel 
works ± but have you ever wondered what 
actually goes on there?

It is di!  cult not to be fascinated by the 
Port Talbot site. At 7.5km long and 4km 
wide, nearly 5 million tonnes of steel are 
produced there annually. An incredible 
100km of roads and 70km of railways 
crisscross the site, and there are nigh on 
5,000 workers.

Yet Reverend Peter Lolley does not blink 
an eye at these mind-boggling statistics. 
As works chaplain since September 
2006, he spends one day a week helping 
management and employees alike to 
lead richer, more ful" lled lives ± for their 
own good and also for that of the company 
and the local community.

ªI serve on four committees and I write a 
column for the site's fortnightly column 
andº says Reverend Lolley. ªThis takes 
up a significant part of my time#º. As 
a member of the Emergency Planning 
Committee, for example, he must ensure 
that he is on hand to visit injured workers 
and o$ er comfort to grieving families in 
the event of an accident.

But although the accident rate is low, the 
site remains fraught with potential dangers.
Visitors are equipped with a range of 

safety clothing ± and little wonder# In the
steel plant, for example, scrap metal 
and molten pig iron are poured into an 
enormous cauldron. Any moisture on the 
scrap results in tremendous flames as 
the 1500%C liquid metal is poured upon 
it. Their heat is easily felt even through 
the protective glass.

Yet much of the emphasis at Corus is on 
people rather than processes. There is, 
for example, a new drugs and alcohol 
strategy, and three full-time counsellors 
are on hand to rehabilitate workers found 
under the in& uence. 

Reverend Lolley himself is a trained drugs 
counsellor. ªWhat's in the workers' interest 
is also in Corus' interestº he says of the 
strategy. ªRehabilitation and counselling 
not only increase profitability but also 
help the individual and improve staff 
morale.º

Reverend Lolley is also responsible for 
four local congregations and organises 
Christian services for Corus workers. The 
" rst Corus Christmas carol service, held 
in December, was attended by many, 
including the Managing Director.

ªI feel really valued hereº reveals Reverend
 Lolley, who is evidently a much-respected 
" gure on the site. ªThey get me involved 
in everything, from receptions for 
retiring employees to presentations and 
awards. All in all, I love my job#º

SOULED OUT 
REUNION
January 4-6, Coleg y Bala
 
I'd often wondered what ̀ Souled Out' 
meant, but after this weekend my desire 
is to be `Souled Out' for God. It was 
wonderful to study the book of Haggai
and to be reminded of our priorities. I
felt it was a ̀ wake up' call and that my 
priorities have been wrong. The verse:
 
ª`Give careful thought to your ways. Go 
up into the mountains and bring down 
timber and build the house so that I may 
take pleasure in it and be honoured' 
says the Lordº
 
was challenging. It made me realise that 
along with others on our course, we need 
to sort out our relationship with God and 
put Him " rst in our lives. In 2008 I want 
to be ̀ Souled Out' for God ± and what a 
great way to start the year#
 
Zoe Jones

To begin the New Year with the ̀ Souled 
Out' Reunion was the perfect way for 
me to realign my priorities, and ensure 
God was at the centre, from the start. I 
was very challenged across the weekend, 
with regard to my relationship with God, 
and His place in my life.  Meeting with 
a number of Christians was great and 
a real source of encouragement for me. 
The fellowship we enjoyed and times of 
prayer spent together were a real blessing 
and essential as we start a new year, 
desiring to be ̀ Souled Out' for God.
 
Lois Nelson

www.ebcpcw.org.uk

I feel that the `Souled Out'' weekend 
has given me some energy at the start
 of the year# There's nothing better than 
to be reminded of what's important to
you at the start of the year. During the
weekend, I was reminded of what 's 
important to me and of what I should do 
first ± sometimes before what I would 
like to do# It gave me perspective on the
year to come. I had a great chance to
socialise with other young people, as 
well as spending time getting to know 
others and worshipping with them# I'm 
really pleased that I had the pleasure of 
attending the Reunion#

 Aron Treharne
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GUTO DAFYDD 

I've just attended a protest in Caernarfon, 
where hundreds of Gwynedd parents 
and children voiced their opposition 
to the council's plans to federalise 
or close some of the county's schools.
It was an honest, sincere protest, 
expressing deep-held convictions. 
It was genuinely difficult not to see 
things in black and white, to see 
each councillor as either a traitor or 
a hero, as a coward or a just man. 
Of course, that's much too simplistic 
a view. And I also know that something 
needs to happen, that we must act 
or be in trouble; that much is evident.
 
Concern is what lies at the heart of 
the protests ± concern that children
will become robots in a plastic school, 
that the teachers will not know them, 
and concern too about a language 
and sense of identity that may not 
be found in a larger school. Concern, 
essentially, about the confinement 
and deprivation of children.
 
I write this in a rehearsal for a musical 
that our college will soon perform. 
A bunch of us have come together 
to offer something fantastic to an 
audience ± but more importantly 
than that, there are new friends, 
there is laughing, there is tremendous 
spirit and it is impossible not to feel 
jubilant. And that excitement is to 
be found in every corner, on searching 
for it; it is part of us as people.
 
The problem faced by the councillors 
is to reconcile that spirit with a 
complex " nancial situation. Applying 
love to a balance sheet, perhaps. 
But I don't think that the genuine 
concern need turn into fear. Why? 
Because I'm con" dent that the identity,
spirit and sense of fun possessd by 
children will never, ever be extinguished. 
And as a tree can grow through 
tarmac to the surface, that for which 
we truly stood in Caernarfon will never 
be defeated.
 
Guto Dafydd lives in Trefor and is 
a student at Coleg Meirion-Dwyfor, 
Pwllheli.
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Sir John Houghton receives the 2006 Japan Prize - the Japanese equivalent of the Nobel Peace Prize

ª

ª

NOBEL PRIZE FOR 
SIR JOHN
Accolade for work on climate change

A member of the Presbyterian Church 
of Wales has been co-awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his work on climate change.

Sir John Houghton, an elder at Aberdovey 
Presbyterian Church, spent 14 years 
as Chairman and Co-Chairman of the 
United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC).

The Panel shares the award with Al Gore, 
former deputy President of the United 
States.

Having also spent a number of years as 
Chief Executive at the Met Office, Sir 
John is deeply worried about the e$ ect 
our lives are having on the environment. 
He has argued that our planet is not only 
of vital importance to us, but is also 
important to God.

Talking about the link between Christianity 
and science, Sir John expresses his 
deeply-held convictions: ªI strongly believe 
in God the Creator. It is His laws that we 
as scientists reveal in our work.º

ªTheology and science are closely related, 
as both study the works of God. Whereas 
the Bible is the book of God's word, 
creation is the book of God's work.º

The Reverend Moon Sook Choi, minister 
of Aberdovey Presbyterian Church, 
agreed and expressed her admiration 
of Sir John and his work. ªIt is a privilege 
to have him as a member hereº she 
said, ªhe is really supportive of the local 
cause.º

Along with past and present members 
of the IPCC, Sir John travelled to Norway 
in December for the annual Nobel Peace 
Prize Ceremony.

ªIt is remarkable that a scientific 
organisation like the IPCC be awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prizeº, he said of his 
latest accolade.

ªBut it is also a good thing because its 
work is relevant to the human condition 
± it tells us what we must know about 
the world in order to make it right.º

[Sir John Houghton receives the 2006 
Japan Prize ± the Japanese equivalent 
of the Nobel Peace Prize]

Sir John's book, `The Search for God: 
Can Science Help?' is available from the 
John Ray Institute (www.jri.org).

The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded to 
the person deemed to have done the 
most to promote harmony between the 
countries of the world. Al Gore and the 
IPCC were awarded the prize for gathering 
and sharing information about climate 
change, laying the foundations for us 
to resist such changes.

The prize is awared annually in Oslo on 
10 December to commemorate Alfred 
Nobel, who died on 10 December 1896.

Nobel left enough money in his will to 
establish " ve prizes: Peace, Physics, 
Chemistry, Medicine and Literature.

Alfred Nobel was the inventor of 
dynamite#

Al Gore was one of the " rst prominent 
politicians to understand the signi" cance 
of climate change. He won an Oscar 
for his documentary, An Inconvenient 
Truth.

WHAT CAN I DO?

Current a$ airs don't just happen in the 
news ± we can all help change things#

The environment. Dr He" n Jones's 
presentation on climate change is available 
on our website (www.ebcpcw.org.uk) 
± feel free to use it. How about arranging 
a local conference as a chapel or 
presbytery? And more importantly, do 
you and your family try to conserve energy? 
What about the waste produced by our 
chapels?

Are you able to listen to digital DAB 
radio? Probably not ± only a few parts of 
Wales receive a signal. The BBC views 
Radio Cymru and Radio Wales as local 
radio stations and there may not be 
space on the airwaves for these stations 
as companies tender to provide DAB in 
di$ erent areas. New legislation will be 
introduced in " ve years, so start lobbying 
your Member of Parliament and Assembly 
members now on behalf of your local 
area.

Is your local post office under threat? 
Are you worried about the future of your 
community? The Presbyterian Church 
of Wales is concerned about the plan to 
close up to 200 Welsh post offices. A 
number of public consultations will be 
held in 2008: contact the Post O!  ce to 
express your opinion. And don't forget to 
use your post o!  ce#

Thanks to the Reverend Glyn T Jones

FOLLOWING THE 
STAR ± YES, 
REALLY#

The scenes: Nasareth, the streets of 
Bethlehem, the hills of Bethlehem, 
Herod's palace, the stable.

The challenge: To convey all these places 
using only one stage.
 
Yes ± this was the problem facing Dolgellau's 
Sunday school teachers this last Christmas,
like every other. But thanks to Bwrlwm 
Bro, a project aiming to bring together 
the Sunday schools of Dolgellau and 
Dinas Mawddwy, the problem could be 
solved.
 
And the solution¼? Use more than one 
stage#
 
Yes, the Nativity was performed on three 
stages in 2007, and in Dilyn y Seren 
(Follow the Star), we followed the star on 
its journey through the Nativity and the 
town of Dolgellau.
 
With hundreds of people in Capel Salem, 
the audience " rst met Joseph and Mary, 
Gabriel and Elizabeth, through the
performances of the children and young 
people of Mawddwy. The Salem Sunday 
school children then led us to Bethlehem, 
where they sought a bed for Joseph and 
Mary.
 
We followed Joseph and Mary to Capel y 
Tabernacl, where members of the Rhydymain 
and Tabernacl Sunday schools introduced 
us to the shepherds and angels.
 
Then, with the star leading the way, we 
followed the three wise men to Herod's
palace under the guidance of the St Mary's 
Church Sunday School. The Bwrlwm 
Bro Sunday Schools choir then sang, 
and the young people and mothers of 
Bwrlwm Bro performed a song to round 
o$  the event.

 
ªFollowing the success of Pro" ad y Pasg 
(the Easter Experience) earlier in 2007,
we created Dilyn y Serenº, said Reverend 
Angharad Griffith, organiser of the 
Bwrlwm Bro.
 
ªIt was an opportunity not only to unite 
the Sunday school children but also to 
bring their parents together, and to draw 
almost 350 townspeople to the event.º
 
She went on, saying ªWe're giving a large 
group of young Christians a chance to 
hear the Word and to learn about Jesus 
in a different, modern envirnoment. I
feel that Bwrlwm Bro is most definitely 
blessed.º

Thanks to the Reverend Angharad Gri!  th

READY FOR A 
BREAK?

Horrible weather, short days and long 
nights¼are you fed up of school, college 
or work and feel like going on holiday?#

What about a Christian holiday?

LLANW ± 
CELEBRATE THE 
RESURRECTION
March 25-28, Llangrannog

A Christian festival for the whole family 
± a chance to socialise, learn and worship 
with other Christians. This festival is for 
everyone ± there's no excuse#

WE'RE GIVING A 
LARGE GROUP 
OF YOUNG 
CHRISTIANS A 
CHANCE TO 
HEAR THE WORD 
AND TO LEARN 
ABOUT JESUS 
IN A DIFFERENT, 
MODERN 
ENVIRNOMENT.

A service will be held every morning and 
evening and visitors will be able to make 
the most of the wide range of activies 
o$ ered at Llangrannog. There will be a 
series of seminars every day and activies 
for children and young people will be 
held throughout the week.

The festival is organised by a lively 
bunch of Christians from different 
Christian traditions. For more information, 
visit www.llanw.org or phone Meirion 
Morris on 01745 870601.

WINDOW ON THE 
WORLD
August 4-10, Llangrannog

Need to recharge your physical and 
spiritual batteries? Then come to
Window on the World 2008.

Window on the World is an exciting 
annual holiday conference organised by 
the Council for World Mission European 
Region. This year's theme is ̀ Caring for 
Creation'.

In addition to challenging theme talks 
Window on the World will include lively 
and creative worship, Bible studies, 
workshops, outdoors activities, sports 
and entertainment.

For more information and a booking 
form, please contact CWM Europe on 
02072 789655 or o!  ce@cwmeurope.org. 

The Urdd Centre at Llangrannog o$ ers 
en-suite family bedrooms, a restaurant, 
conference facilities and a wide range 
of outdoor activities, including skiing,
 pony-trekking and quad biking.There 
is also a leisure centre and an indoor 
heated swimmming pool#

//

The Souled Out Reunion crowd

The Corus steel works at Port Talbot

Reverend Peter Lolley



QUESTIONAIRE
Win a special Easter Egg ± complete the Nework questionnaire#

Shrove Tuesday falls on February 5 this year. Will you be having pancakes?

Yes       
No                               

If ̀ Yes', why? (You can tick more than one box)

To empty the larder ready for Lent               
To remember Jesus's 40 days in the desert        
It's a good excuse to have pancakes#          
Someone else cooks them for me                     
Don't know                          
Other                        

What's your favourite pancake " lling?

Lemon and sugar                
Nutella/chocolate                 
Golden syrup                    
Ice cream                    
Something savoury like cheese                                   
Something else                 

Will you desist from doing or eating anything over Lent?

No ± I don't know what Lent is about             
No ± it's an old-fashioned thing to do             
No  ± it's too di!  cult                     
No ± there's no point/I don't want to               
Yes ± to discipline myself so that I can be a better Christian          
Yes ± to help the diet/bank balance#              

If ̀ yes', what will you say ̀ no' to?

If we could only celebrate one Christian festival, which one would you choose?

Lent           
Easter          
Whitsun/Pentecost         
Thanksgiving       
Christmas          

And " nally, are you:

Male?         
Female?        

Name:
Address:

Send your completed questionnaire to the address below by 20 March 2008:

Network Editor, Presbyterian Church of Wales, 81 Merthyr Rd
Whichurch, Cardi$  CF14 1DD

The winner's name and the questionnaire results will be published in the next edition. 

RELIGIOUS 
RELATIONS
Community House Church in Newport 
has appointed a new inter-faith development 
worker.

Marilyn Priday will work in the Maindee 
community, where over half the population 
is Muslim, in order to build relations 
between people of different religions 
± and no religion at all. Community House 
opens its doors to a wide range of local 
groups and activities, as well as being a 
place of worship. Marilyn is pictured on 
page 1 with Cerys, her granddaughter.

The church also has a new website: 
www.etonrdch.org. 

FANCY SPENDING 
A YEAR ABROAD?

Are you between 18 and 25? Would you 
like to work with other young people as 
part of a small Christian community? 
Does the thought of living and volunteering
 in the heart of Amsterdam appeal to you?

If the answer to these questions is yes,
 then the Mission House is for you. The 
Mission House is an international community 
of 8 young people who live together for 
10 months in a house in Amsterdam. 
Each community member works full-time 
as a volunteer on different projects in 
Amsterdam.

We are now looking for volunteers for the 
2008-2009 Mission House team. For 
more information, visit www.ebcpcw.org.uk 
or contact Si*n Evans at Coleg y Bala on 
01678 520565.

MBE FOR MEMBER

Mrs Eluned Evans of Dolafon, Carno, 
was awarded an MBE in the New Year's 
honours list. Mrs Evans is a committed 
member of Capel Peniel, Carno, and 
receives the award for her ceaseless 
fundraising for Leukaemia Research 
and her contribution to community life in 
Carno. Mrs Evans has raised thousands
upon thousands of pounds over the years 
since her " rst husband succumbed to the 
disease as a young man.

DIARY
January

19 Training and Resources day, 
 Coleg y Bala

30     Tearfund Cymru conference for 
 church leaders: Porth, Rhondda.

February

5-6      Shrove Tuesday and Ash  
 Wednesday

22-24 Youth Course: Coleg y Bala

March

2  St David's day Sunday

4-20 Easter Story for Primary 
 Schools: Coleg y Bala

5 Family Conference: Coleg Trefeca

7-9    Cwrs dosbarth derbyn: 
 Coleg y Bala
        Faith exploration course: 
 Coleg Trefeca

21-24  Easter weekend

25-29  Llanw Festival, Llangrannog

There are more details on our website: 
www.ebcpcw.org.uk

FEELING OUT OF THE LOOP?

Keep up with the latest ± subscribe to our new electronig bulletin
This will include¼

//  Best bits of the Connexion's news  //   The Connexion in the media  //   Upcoming events

INTERESTED? Then e-mail swyddfa.o!  ce@ebcpcw.org.uk

The children and young people of Dolgellau Following the Star
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